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Nicaragua: Smear campaign, harassment against feminist human rights defenders and
deportation of Ana Quirós

Nicaraguan authorities deported woman human rights defender Ana Quirós, who is a is a Costa
Rican and Nicaraguan national, on 26 November 2018. The deportation is part of a wider smear
campaign against and repression of feminist movements in Nicaragua. 

Ana Quirós is a feminist woman human rights defender, an expert in public health and director of
the non-governmental organisation  Centro de Información y Servicios de Asesoría en Salud
(Centre  for  Health  Information and Advisory  Services).  She  is  a  Costa  Rican and naturalised
Nicaraguan citizen,  who has worked in  Nicaragua for  the past  40 years,  where she promotes
socio-cultural rights and more specifically the right to health.

Ana Quirós was called to attend a hearing at the General Directorate on Migration and Foreign
Citizens (Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería), where she was handcuffed and detained
alongside  political  prisoners  inside  El  Chipote prison  for  over  five  hours.  The  defender  was
deported to Costa Rica on 26 November 2018, without the application of formal procedures or the
possibility to obtain legal defence. During that time, no information on her whereabouts was given.
The case was observed by the Consulate of Costa Rica, who advocated on behalf of Ana Quirós.

The deportation is believed to have been ordered in retaliation for  her participation in a press
conference  by  Nicaraguan feminist  movements  in  Managua,  where  they  announced that  they
canceled a planned protest on the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women
on 25 November 2018. On 23 November 2018, a number of feminist leaders had been denied
entry in police facilities in Managua, where they intended to request the permission for the protest.

The deportation of  Ana Quirós follows prior  attempts of  the Nicaraguan authorities to weaken
Nicaraguan feminist  movements. On 23 November, Nicaragua’s Vice President Rosario Murillo
gave a speech in which she portrayed feminist women as responsible for the crimes committed in
Nicaragua during recent uprisings. She demanded punishment for their actions of “selfishness,
vanity, and self-serving blindness”. 

On that same day, a ban on the traditional carnival for the International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women that had been held for the last 25 years in the city of Matagalpa was
imposed. Regardless of having granted previous authorisation for the march, the police occupied
the designated meeting points  and the headquarters  of  the  Women’s  Collective  of  Matagalpa
(Colectivo de Mujeres de Matagalpa), to prevent people from assembling. 

The feminist human rights defenders Ana María Ara and María Jesús Ara, from Spain, and Beatriz
Uber, from Switzerland, members of the Women’s Collective of Matagalpa, had their residence
permits revoked and their citizenship processes ended by the General Directorate on Migration
and  Foreign  Citizens (Dirección General  de Migración  y  Extranjería,  DGME).  They were  also
forced to sign a document stating that they would refrain from participating in political acts and
would present themselves to the authorities every 15 days.

Front Line Defenders is concerned about the use of prior restraint on social demonstrations by
Nicaraguan  authorities,  and  the  actions  of  the  General  Directorate  on  Migration  and  Foreign
Citizens harassing women human rights defenders. Front Line Defenders is especially concerned
about the deportation of Nicaraguan human rights defender Ana Quirós, given the non-application
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of  a  formal  process  to  her  case  and  the  lack  of  any  legal  provision  for  the  deportation  of
Nicaraguan nationals.

Front Line Defenders urges the authorities in Nicaragua to:

1. Immediately and unconditionally revoke Ana Quirós’ deportation;
       
2. Immediately and unconditionally restore the residence permits of human rights defenders Ana 
María Ara, María Jesús Ara, and Beatriz Uber, and guarantee their protection while in Nicaragua;
       
3. Take measures to ensure that public officials refrain from making statements or declarations 
stigmatising the legitimate work of women human rights defenders;

4. Take all the necessary steps to allow the exercise of the rights to free association and peaceful 
demonstration in Nicaragua, especially for women human rights defenders.
       
5. Guarantee in all circumstances that human rights defenders in Nicaragua are able to carry out 
their legitimate human rights activities without fear of reprisals and free of all restrictions including 
judicial harassment.

Front Line Defenders respectfully reminds you that the United Nations Declaration on the Right
and  Responsibility  of  Individuals,  Groups  and  Organs  of  Society  to  Promote  and  Protect
Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, adopted by consensus by the
UN General Assembly on 9 December 1998, recognises the legitimacy of the activities of human
rights defenders, their right to freedom of association and to carry out their activities without fear of
reprisals.   We would particularly draw attention to  Article 6: “Everyone has the right, individually
and  in  association  with  others:  (b)  As  provided  for  in  human  rights  and  other  applicable
international instruments, freely to publish, impart or disseminate to others views, information and
knowledge on all human rights and fundamental freedoms; (c) To study, discuss, form and hold
opinions on the observance,  both in law and in practice,  of all  human rights and fundamental
freedoms and,  through these and  other  appropriate  means,  to  draw public  attention  to  those
matters”, to  Article  18  (2):  “Individuals,  groups,  and  non-governmental  organisations  have  an
important role to play and a responsibility in safeguarding democracy, promoting human rights and
fundamental  freedoms  and  contributing  to  the  promotion  and  advancement  of  democratic
societies, institutions and processes,  and to Article 12 (2):  “The State shall  take all  necessary
measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in
association  with  others,  against  any  violence,  threats,  retaliation,  de facto  or  de jure  adverse
discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate
exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration.”

Please inform us of any actions that may be taken with regard to the above case.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Anderson 
Executive Director


