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China: Verdict against labor rights activist Liu Shaoming announced after 26 months in
detention

On 7 July 2017,  human rights defender and labour rights activist Liu Shaoming (刘少明) was 
sentenced to 4.5 years imprisonment for ‘inciting subversion of state power’.  Liu Shaoming intends to 
appeal the court’s decision.

Liu Shaoming is a labour activist from Jiangxi Province. After three decades of working in several 
positions across China’s industrial sector, in 2014, Liu Shaoming began advocating for workers’ rights 
and welfare. Keenly focused on access to justice for labourers, the defender became an adviser to 
victims of labour abuses and frequently monitored labour rights hearings and trials. The defender has 
spoken out during labour disputes, notably on behalf of cleaners of academic facilities and striking shoe
factory workers. He also helped to establish the “Labour Defense Volunteers”, a labourer assistance 
group he served until his arrest in 2015.

Liu Shaoming’s arrest took place late in the evening of 29 May 2015, when police arrived at his home, 
searched the residence, and took the defender into custody. As court proceedings would later reveal, 
Liu Shaoming was arrested in response to his written account of the 1989 Tiananmen protests, which 
had been posted online several days prior. The defender was kept in detention until his trial on 15 April 
2016, and again until the announcement of a verdict on 7 July 2017, over two years after his arrest. The
Guangzhou Intermediate People’s Court declared Liu Shaoming guilty of “inciting subversion to state 
power” and sentenced him to 4.5 years’ imprisonment.

Front Line Defenders condemns the Chinese government’s attempts to impede Liu Shaoming’s 
peaceful human rights activities  supporting labourers in campaigning for the full realization of their 
human rights. Front Line Defenders also notes with concern Liu Shaoming’s reports of chronic 
abdominal pain since October 2016, and urges Chinese authorities to take all necessary action to 
preserve Liu Shaoming’s health while he is under state control.

Front Line Defenders urges the authorities in China to:

1. Immediately release Liu Shaoming and quash his conviction as Front Line Defenders 
believes that he has been targeted solely as a result of his legitimate human rights work;

2. Adhere to all requirements under Chinese and international law regarding procedural 
rights of criminal suspects;

3. Provide the necessary medical treatment for Liu Shaoming and ensure that he has full 
access to competent medical care;

4. Guarantee in all circumstances that all human rights defenders in China are able to carry 
out their legitimate human rights activities without fear of reprisals and free of all 
restrictions.

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/liu-shaoming

