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We,	the	undersigned,	express	our	solidarity	with	Angelica	Choc	and	family	after	gunshots	were	fired	
against	her	home	on	Friday,	September	16,	2016.	The	attack	occurred	just	after	midnight.	Four	bullets	
impacted	the	walls	of	her	home,	where	Angelica	and	two	children	were	sleeping.	This	most	recent	
attack	comes	as	the	criminal	trial	in	Guatemala	for	the	murder	of	Angelica’s	husband,	Adolfo	Ich	-	which	
took	place	on	September	27,	2009	-	nears	its	conclusion,	and	as	the	civil	case	in	Canada	against	HudBay	
Minerals	for	negligence	in	connection	with	this	and	other	serious	human	rights	violations	moves	
forward.				
	
We	are	deeply	concerned	about	the	rising	number	of	attacks	against	land	and	environment	defenders	
throughout	Latin	America,	particularly	at	the	hands	of	multinational	extractive	companies	as	recently	
reported	by	Amnesty	International.	An	alarming	number	of	these	victims	are	Indigenous	women.	We	
hold	responsible	not	only	the	companies	implicated	in	these	acts	of	violence	but	also	the	home	and	host	
countries	for	supporting	in	multiple	ways	the	expansion	of	corporate	and	investor	interests	while	
turning	a	blind	eye	to	repression,	human	rights	violations	and	environmental	harms	linked	to	those	
same	economic	interests.	The	serious	threats	against	Angelica	and	others	involved	in	the	case	have	been	
repeatedly	denounced	both	nationally	and	internationally	and	we	continue	to	support	her	courageous	
and	dignified	struggle	for	justice	in	the	murder	of	her	husband.		
	
Angelica’s	husband,	Adolfo	Ich,	was	an	Indigenous	Maya	Q’eqchi’	ancestral	authority	and	teacher	in	his	
community	of	La	Union,	El	Estor.	On	the	day	he	was	murdered,	he	heard	gunshots	from	a	nearby	soccer	
field,	where	protesters	had	gathered	in	response	to	fears	of	further	illegal	land	evictions	to	be	carried	
out	by	police	and	private	security	guards	on	behalf	of	the	Canadian	company	HudBay	Minerals	and	its	
then	Guatemalan	subsidiary,	Compañía	Guatemalteca	de	Níquel	(CGN).		
	
As	a	respected	member	of	his	community,	Adolfo	went	to	the	area	to	restore	calm.	He	was	recognized	
as	an	outspoken	opponent	to	the	mine,	and	according	to	eyewitnesses,	was	attacked	upon	arrival	by	
mine	security,	led	by	Mynor	Padilla,	former	military	colonel	and	head	of	security	for	HudBay	
Minerals/CGN	at	their	Fenix	nickel	mine	project	at	the	time.	Adolfo	was	beaten,	attacked	by	machete	
and	shot.	He	died	from	his	injuries.	
	
The	criminal	trial	against	Mynor	Padilla,	who	is	accused	of	murdering	Adolfo	and	causing	serious	injury	
to	German	Chub,	has	dragged	on	for	more	than	one	and	a	half	years	in	Guatemala.	Earlier	this	year,	the	
judge	–	claiming	that	she	felt	threatened	-	ordered	a	closed-door	trial,	and	since	then,	no	press	or	
international	or	national	observers	have	been	allowed	to	attend.	The	trial	has	been	riddled	with	
procedural	and	substantive	irregularities,	as	well	as	allegations	by	the	plaintiffs	of	racism	by	the	judge.	
The	long	and	arduous	proceedings	have	caused	serious	personal	and	economic	hardship	to	Angelica,	her	



family	and	supporters,	and	lawyers.	This	is	not	the	first	attack	against	Angelica	and	she	has	denounced	
others	since	the	criminal	trial	opened	in	Guatemala	in	March	2015.			
	
Throughout	Latin	America,	on	a	regular	basis,	people	defending	water,	land	and	life	are	being	killed,	
attacked,	threatened,	and	persecuted.		
	
In	Brazil,	Nilce	de	Souza	Magalhães,	known	as	Nicinha,	was	murdered	in	January	2016	after	
continually	denouncing	human	rights	violations	committed	by	the	consortium	responsible	for	the	Jirau	
hydro-electric	project,	Energia	Sustentável	do	Brasil	(ESBR).	Nicinha,	a	leader	from	the	Movement	of	
Persons	Affected	by	Dams	(MAB),	was	part	of	a	fishing	village	that	was	trying	to	protect	the	river	and	
their	livelihoods.	As	a	result	of	her	leadership	and	struggle,	she	was	tortured,	bound	and	murdered	
before	being	tied	to	a	rock	in	the	river.			
	
In	Honduras,	Indigenous	Lenca	leader	Berta	Cáceres,	winner	of	the	prestigious	Goldman	Prize	was	
murdered	in	March	2016	for	her	work	defending	rivers	in	Lenca	Indigenous	territory	against	the	Agua	
Zarca	dam	project.	Fellow	activist	and	head	of	Otros	Mundos/Friends	of	the	Earth	Mexico,	Gustavo	
Castro	Soto,	narrowly	escaped	a	point-blank	range	shot	in	the	same	attack.	Berta	was	the	leader	of	the	
Civic	Council	of	Popular	and	Indigenous	Organizations	of	Honduras	(COPINH)	and	since	her	murder,	two	
other	members	of	COPINH,	Nelson	García	and	Lesbia	Janeth	Urquía,	have	been	killed.	Threats	and	
attacks	against	COPINH	for	their	resistance	to	multinational	hydro-electric	dams	and	mining	concessions	
in	their	territory	continue.	As	part	of	a	marred	and	unsatisfactory	investigation,	six	men	have	been	
arrested	so	far	for	Berta’s	murder,	including	two	with	direct	ties	to	the	Honduran	Energy	Corporation	
(DESA).	Berta’s	family	and	COPINH	question	the	investigation,	worried	that	it	will	not	lead	to	convictions	
or	the	real	intellectual	authors	of	her	assassination	–	who	they	believe	are	in	the	highest	levels	of	
government	and	the	military	–	being	identified	and	held	to	account.			
	
In	Peru,	on	the	same	weekend	that	Angelica	Choc’s	home	was	attacked,	another	Goldman	Prize	winner	
was	beaten	and	left	in	serious	condition	after	an	armed	attack	at	her	home.	Farmer	and	outspoken	
opponent	to	South	America’s	largest	gold	mining	project,	Maxima	Acuña	de	Chaupe,	and	her	partner	
Jaime,	were	severely	hurt	by	armed	men	on	September	18.	Acuña’s	daughter	reports	that	the	attack	
was	led	by	security	at	the	Conga	mine	project,	owned	by	US-based	mining	company	Newmont.			
			
In	Mexico,	Esperanza	Salazar,	the	coordinator	of	Bios	Iguana	A.C.,	and	a	member	of	the	Mexican	
Network	of	Mining	Affected	Peoples,	was	recently	forced	to	abandon	her	home	and	work	in	the	state	of	
Colima	because	of	constant	threats	and	intimidation.	Esperanza	and	other	members	of	Bios	Iguana	have	
faced	stigmatization	and	threats	from	businessmen	and	state	actors	over	the	last	few	years	as	a	result	of	
their	work	with	the	Indigenous	Council	in	Defense	of	Territory	in	Zacualpan,	Colima.	The	Indigenous	
Council	faces	serious	ongoing	threats	and	aggression	as	a	result	of	their	opposition	to	mining	and	
hydroelectric	concessions	on	their	land.			
	



In	Guatemala,	just	two	months	ago,	Aura	Lolita	Chavez,	from	the	K’iche’	Peoples	Council	in	Defense	of	
Life,	Mother	Nature,	Land	and	Territory,	who	has	received	numerous	death	threats	and	attacks,	was	
publically	threatened	for	speaking	out	against	massive	clear-	cutting	taking	place	in	K’iche’	territory.		
	
This	September	27,	2016	is	the	seventh	anniversary	of	the	murder	of	Adolfo	Ich.	On	this	day,	we	
reiterate	our	solidarity	with	Angelica	Choc	and	her	family	and	express	our	grave	concern	for	her	and	the	
many	others	who	are	courageously	defending	their	lives	and	territory	against	large-scale	extractive	
projects	despite	the	serious	risks	they	face	for	doing	so.	We	urge	respect	for	communities’	rights	to	say	
“no”	to	such	projects	and	we	condemn	the	use	of	force	-	political,	legal	and	physical	-	to	implement	
projects	against	the	will	and	without	the	consent	of	those	affected.		
	
We	wholly	reject	the	use	of	threats,	intimidation	and	violent	attacks	by	governments	and	companies	to	
repress	and	try	to	deter	legitimate	resistance	to	their	projects.	We	demand	that	justice	be	served,	and	
that	those	responsible	for	such	attacks	-	including	the	intellectual	authors	–	should	be	held	responsible	
and	land	and	environment	defenders	obtain	just	reparation.	Furthermore,	we	call	for	all	necessary	
measures	to	be	taken	to	ensure	the	safety	of	Angelica	Choc	and	all	the	brave	women	and	men	who	are	
fighting	to	defend	their	land	and	the	wellbeing	of	their	communities.		
	
Organizations		
	

1. Above	Ground,	Canadá		
2. Acompañamiento	de	Austria	(ADA)	
3. Activistas	de	Derechos	Humanos	
4. L'AMIE	(Aide	internationale	à	l'enfance),	Québec,	Canadá	
5. ARO	CoopérAction	InterNational,	Québec,	Canadá		
6. Asociación	COMUNICARTE	Guatemala	
7. Barnard-Boecker	Centre	Foundation,	Canadá		
8. BC	CASA/Cafe	Justicia,	British	Columbia,	Canadá		
9. CAREA	e.V.,	Alemania	
10. CASA	latino-américaine	de	Québec,	Canadá		
11. Center	for	International	Environmental	Law	(CIEL),	U.S.		
12. Cercle	des	Premières	Nations	de	l’UQAM,	Québec,	Canadá		
13. Chicago	Religious	Leadership	Network	on	Latin	America,	U.S.	
14. CoDevelopment	Canada,	British	Columbia,	Canadá	
15. Colectivo	Otto	René	Castillo,	Guatemala		
16. Le	Collectif	Guatemala,	Francia	
17. Comite	Campesino	del	Altiplano	–	CCDA,	Guatemala		
18. Comité	pour	les	droits	humains	en	Amérique	latine	(CDHAL),	Québec,	Canadá		
19. Confédération	des	syndicats	nationaux,	Québec,	Canadá		
20. Consejo	Indígena	Popular	de	Oaxaca	"Ricardo	Flores	Magon"	CIPO-RFM,	México	
21. Consensus,	Cross-Cultural	Communication	and	Multimedia,	Ottawa,	Canadá		
22. The	Council	of	Canadians	
23. Denver	Justice	and	Peace	Committee,	U.S.	
24. Earthworks,	U.S.	
25. EcoViva,	U.S.	
26. Environmental	Network	for	Central	America	(ENCA),	U.K.	
27. L'Entraide	missionnaire,	Québec,	Canadá		



28. E-Tech	International	
29. Friends	of	the	Earth	Canada	
30. Front	Line	Defenders	
31. Great	Basin	Resource	Watch,	Reno,	Nevada,	U.S.	
32. Grupo	Cajola,	U.S./Guatemala	
33. Guatemala	Human	Rights	Commission	(GHRC),	U.S.	
34. Guatemala	Research	Group,	University	of	Northern	British	Columbia,	Canadá		
35. Guatemala	Solidarity	Network,	London,	U.K.	
36. Holy	Cross	International	Justice	Office,	U.S.	
37. Horizons	of	Friendship,	Canadá		
38. Inter	Pares,	Canadá		
39. Intercontinental	Cry,	Canadá		
40. KAIROS:	Canadian	Ecumenical	Justice	Initiatives,	Canadá	
41. KAIROS,	BC-Yukon	region,	Canadá	
42. Lakes	Area	Group	Organizing	in	Solidarity	with	the	People	of	Guatemala,	U.S.	
43. Latin	American-Canadian	Solidarity	Association,	Canadá	
44. Latin	America	Solidarity	Committee—Milwaukee,	U.S.		
45. Latin	America	Task	Force	of	the	Interfaith	Council	for	Peace	&	Justice,	U.S.	
46. "Lucha	Indígena",	Equipo	de	Redacción,	Perú		
47. Maritimes	Guatemala	Breaking	the	Silence	Solidarity	Network,	Canadá		
48. Maryknoll	Office	for	Global	Concerns,	Washington,	D.C.,	U.S.	
49. Maui	Peace	Action,	U.S.	
50. Mining	Justice	Action	Committee	(MJAC),	Victoria,	British	Columbia,	Canadá	
51. Mining	Injustice	Solidarity	Network,	Toronto,	Canadá		
52. MiningWatch	Canada		
53. Network	in	Solidarity	with	the	People	of	Guatemala	–	NISGUA,	U.S.	
54. New	Hampshire/Vermont	Guatemala	Accompaniment	Project,	U.S.	
55. No	One	Is	Illegal-	Toronto,	Canadá	
56. Northwatch,	Ontario,	Canadá		
57. North	Bay	Peace	Alliance,	Ontario	Canadá	
58. Office	of	the	Americas,	Santa	Monica,	California,	U.S.		
59. The	Oscar	Romero	International	Christian	Network	in	Solidarity	with	the	Peoples	of	Latin	America	(SICSAL)	
60. Otra	Guatemala	Ya	

Pax	Christi	International	
61. Pax	Christi	Southern	California,	U.S.	
62. Peace	Watch	Switzerland,	Zúrich,	Suiza	
63. Plataforma	Internacional	contra	la	Impunidad/International	Platform	against	Impunity,	Guatemala/Suiza	
64. Portland	Central	America	Solidarity	Committee,	U.S.	
65. Progressive	Leadership	Alliance	of	Nevada,	U.S.	
66. Projet	Accompagnement	Québec-Guatemala,	Canadá		
67. Projet	Accompagnement	Solidarité	Colombie	(PASC)	
68. Protection	International	Guatemala	
69. Public	Service	Alliance	of	Canada	
70. Radical	Action	with	Migrants	in	Agriculture,	Canadá		
71. Réseau	québécois	des	groupes	écologistes	(RQGE),	Québec,	Canadá		
72. Rights	Action	(Canadá	y	U.S.)	
73. Save	Our	Sky	Blue	Waters,	Duluth,	Minnesota,	U.S.	
74. Sierra	Club	of	Canada	
75. Sisters	of	Holy	Cross,	Canadá		
76. Solidarité	Laurentides	Amérique	centrale	(SLAM),	Québec,	Canadá		
77. Task	Force	on	the	Americas,	U.S.	
78. La	Unidad	de	Protección	a	Defensoras	y	Defensores	de	Derechos	Humanos	-	Guatemala	(UDEFEGUA)		
79. Unitarian	Universalist	Service	Committee,	U.S.	



80. United	for	Mining	Justice,	Canadá	
81. Victoria	Central	America	Support	Committee,	Canadá	
82. WeCount!,	U.S.	
83. Wyoming	Guatemala	Accompaniment	Project,	U.S.		

	
Individuals		
	

1. Aaron	Pollack	
2. Abbey	Swasko,	U.S.	
3. Adrian	Tanner	
4. Adrienne	Smith,	U.S.	
5. Agathe	Brodeur,	Canadá	
6. Agnes	Leger,	Canadá	
7. Aida	Maria	Noval,	Human	Rights	Documentation	
8. Alese	McMurtry,	U.S.	
9. Alexandra	Pedersen,	Canadá		
10. Alice	Hickcox,	U.S.	
11. Alicia	Simmons,	Canadá		
12. Allan	Fisher,	U.S.	
13. Alyne	Mochan,	Canadá	
14. Amalyah	Leader,	U.S.	
15. Amélie	Proulx,	Canadá		
16. Amy	Miller,	Canadá	
17. Amy	Simmons,	U.S.	
18. Ana	Fisher,	U.S.	
19. Ana	Sarria,	Canadá	
20. André	Bélanger,	Canadá	
21. Andrea	Quinn,	Canadá	
22. Andrea	Roulet,	Canadá		
23. Andrea	Vásquez,	Vancouver,	Canadá		
24. Andrée	Brosseau,	Québec	
25. Andrew	de	Sousa,	Indonesia	
26. Andrew	Kendle,	Canadá	
27. Andrew	MacPherson,	Canadá	
28. Andrew	Philllips,	Canadá		
29. Andy	Whitmore,	London,	UK	
30. Angel	Berna,	Guatemala		
31. Ann	Atkinson,	Canadá	
32. Anna	Häberli	Dysli,	Suiza		
33. Anna	Leather,	Canadá	
34. Anna	Zalik,	Toronto,	Canadá		
35. Anne	Carbert,	Canadá	
36. Anne-Marie	Debbané,	U.S.	
37. Anne-Marie	Drainville,	Canadá	
38. Anne	Pelletier,	Canadá		
39. Annie	Claude	Bélisle,	Canadá		
40. Annie	Fréchette,	Montréal,	Québec,	Canadá		
41. Annie	Gauvin,	Canadá		
42. Annie	Kramar,	Canadá		
43. Antoine	Carrier,	Canadá	
44. Antonio	Braggio,	Canadá	
45. Antonia	Mills,	Prince	George,	British	Columbia,	Canadá		



46. Aphrodite	Bogris,	Canadá		
47. Ariane	Simone	Dinkel		
48. Arla	Connell	Canadá	
49. Arturo	Albizures,	Asociación	COMUNICARTE,	Guatemala	
50. Asaf	Rashid,	Fredericton,	New	Brunswick,	Canadá		
51. Asano	Fertig,	U.S.	
52. Audrey	Charron,	Canadá		
53. Aurora	L	Conley,	U.S.	
54. Autumn	Knowlton,	Vancouver,	Canadá	
55. Autumn	McDougall,	Canadá		
56. Axtli	Viau,	Canadá	
57. Babette	Grunow,	U.S.	
58. Barb	Rogers,	U.S.			
59. Rev.	Barbara	Fullerton,	Canadá		
60. Barbara	Huntington,	Canadá	
61. Barbara	Johnson,	U.S.	
62. Beatriz	Topete,	U.S.	
63. Becky	Kaump,	U.S.	
64. Ben	Sampson,	Canadá		
65. Bénédicte	Thèrien,	Canadá		
66. Bernadette	Campbell,	Canadá		
67. Bernadette	Plissart,	Bélgica		
68. Bernardo	Alayza	Mujica,	U.S.	
69. Bernie	Hammond,	PhD	
70. Beth	Call,	U.S.	
71. Beth	Hentges,	U.S.	
72. Beverly	Youngman,	U.S.	
73. Blaine	Bookey,	U.S.	
74. Blase	Bonpane	
75. Bob	Mertens	
76. Bonita	Lawrence,	Canadá		
77. Brenda	Dehmer	
78. Brianna	Krong,	U.S.	
79. Brisna	Caxaj-Rowe,	Montréal,	Canadá	
80. Brooke	Smith,	Canadá	
81. Dr.	C.	Gartner,	Canadá	
82. C.	Pasquis,	Canadá	
83. Caitlin	Hancey,	Toronto,	Canadá		
84. Camilla	Martin,	Québec	
85. Cara-Lee	Malange,	Nelson,	British	Columbia,	Canadá		
86. Carlos	Paredes,	Guatemala	
87. Carlos	Perez	Guartambel,	Ecuador	
88. Carmen	Miranda	Barrios,	British	Columbia,	Canadá		
89. Carmen	Reina,	Guatemala	
90. Carmen	Torres,	España		
91. Carol	Hendrickson,	U.S.	
92. Carol	I	Moeller	Costa,	U.S.	
93. Carolina	Dutton,	U.S.	
94. Catherine	Munro,	Canadá		
95. Dr.	Catherine	Nolin,	British	Columbia,	Canadá	
96. Catherine	Sacchitelle,	Canadá	
97. Catherine	Wellesley,	Canadá	
98. Cathy	Faulkner,	Canadá	



99. Cecelia	Keyes,	Canadá	
100. Cecilia	Moller,	Sverige		
101. Cédric	Langlois,	Canadá		
102. Céline	Beaulieu,	Canadá	
103. Céline	Dubė	
104. Céline	Girard,	Canadá	
105. Charles	Nichols,	U.S.	
106. Charlotte	Bell,	Canadá		
107. Dr.	Chris	Frazer,	Canadá	
108. Chris	Patterson,	EcoLogic	Development	Fund,	U.S.	
109. Christian	Desbiens,	Canadá	
110. Christiane	Dechert,	U.S.	
111. Christina	Campbell,	British	Columbia,	Canadá	
112. Christine	Lin,	U.S.	
113. Christine	Mettler	,	Canadá	
114. Christine	Natoli,	U.S.	
115. Christine	Sanderson,	U.S.	
116. Christine	Sutton,	Chair,	Partners	for	Arlington	and	Guatemala,	U.S.	
117. Christopher	Lish,	U.S.	
118. Cinzia	Filoni,	Italia		
119. Claire	Doran,	Canadá	
120. Claire	Pitstick,	U.S.	
121. Clara	Lincoln,	U.S.	
122. Claude	Guindon,	Québec			
123. Claude	Pilon,	Montréal,	Québec,	Canadá		
124. Claudette	Bastien,	Canadá		
125. Claudette	Helene	Bois,	Canadá		
126. Claudette	Vermette,	Québec,	Canadá	
127. Claudia	Chaufan,	Toronto,	Canadá		
128. Clemency	Coggins,	U.S.	
129. Colette	Lavergne,	Canadá	
130. Prof.	Concepción	Martínez,	Universidad	Autónoma	de	Baja	California,	México	
131. Connie	Gallupe,	Canadá	
132. Connie	Vanderhyden,	U.S.	
133. Constance	Vaudrin,	Montréal,	Canadá		
134. Cormac	McAleer,	Ireland	
135. Corinne	Louise,	U.S.	
136. Cory	Greenlees,	Canadá	
137. Courtney	Childs,	U.S.	
138. Dan	McNeill,	Canadá	
139. Daniel	Allaire,	Canadá	
140. Daniel	Lejeune,	Canadá		
141. Daniel	Mallette,	Canadá		
142. Daniel	Werner,	U.S.	
143. Daska	Babcock,	U.S.	
144. Dave	Mercer,	Canadá		
145. Dave	Stasiuk,	U.S.	
146. David	Arias,	Guatemala	
147. David	Imhoff,	U.S.	
148. David	MacLean,	U.S.	
149. David	Mastrodonato,	U.S.	
150. David	McTaggart,	U.S		
151. David	Rohrlich,	U.S.	



152. Deanna	Moore,	U.S.	
153. Sister	Deanna	Rose	von	Bargen,	U.S.	
154. Delmi	Arriaza,	Guatemala	
155. Denece	Dodson,	U.S.	
156. Denis	Tougas,	Canadá	
157. Denise	Brouillard,	Canadá		
158. Denise	Gagnon,	FTQ,	Canadá		
159. Denise	Peine,	U.S.	
160. Denise	Tanguay,	Canadá	
161. Dennis	McAllister,	U.S.	
162. Diana	Bohn,	Nicaragua	Center	for	Community	Action,	U.S.	
163. Diana	Potes	Ferreira,	Colombia		
164. Diana	Tscheschlok,	U.S.	
165. Diane	Dwyer,	Canadá		
166. Diane	Girad,	Canadá	
167. Diane	Lefer,	U.S.	
168. Dr.	Diane	M.	Nelson,	U.S.	
169. Diane	Trollope	
170. Dianne	Feeley,	U.S.	
171. Dick	Myers,	Canadá	
172. Dieter	Misgeld,	Canadá		
173. Don	Wells,	Hamilton,	Ontario,	Canadá		
174. Dorothy	Lockhart,	U.S.	
175. Dorothy	Loomer,	Canadá		
176. Doug	Krause	Canadá	
177. Douglas	Gagñon-Gilbert,	Canadá		
178. Drew	Edmonds,	U.S.	
179. Edgar	E.	Rivas,	U.S.	
180. Eileen	Mathieu,	Canadá	
181. Eileen	McAuley	Canadá	
182. Elizabeth	Brule,	Canadá	
183. Elizabeth	Gray,	U.S.	
184. Elizabeth	Merz,	U.S.	
185. Elizabeth	Rankin,	Canadá		
186. Elliot	Williams,	U.S.	
187. Elly	Kaas	Canadá	
188. (The	Reverend)	Emilie	Teresa	Smith	
189. Emily	Dwyer,	Canadá	
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