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Human Rights Defenders in Iraq – The Untold Story

“HE NEVER SAW HOW THE THREADS OF THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST HIM WERE COMING TOGETHER, THAT HIS NAME WAS ABOUT TO JOIN THE LONG LIST OF MURDERED JOURNALISTS AND MEDIA WORKERS”

Today in Dublin Front Line, the international foundation for the protection of human rights defenders, launched a new report on the situation of human rights defenders in Iraq - Iraq The untold Story.

The report was launched by Professor William Schabas of the Human Rights Centre in the National University of Ireland Galway. Professor was joined by Shalaa Hishmat an Iraqi journalist and human rights defender whose husband was one of the many journalists assassinated. 

 “Stories of killing and murder in Iraq no longer summon up the same degree of fear and terror in us. We Iraqis have become accustomed to them, after hearing dozens, hundreds even, of accounts. It has come to the point where the spectre of death is now practically the only visitor to the Iraqi home, the unannounced and half expected guest. There seems no relief from the cycle of killing, as the Iraqi people await its end with exhausted patience” said Ms. Hishmat

The largely untold story of Iraq has been the struggle of Iraqis to make things better. The story of those who sought to work non-violently for peace and justice and human rights. The story of human rights defenders who sought to document and publish the truth, to help and support the families of victims, to bring help to the most vulnerable. This collection of personal testimonies from Iraqi human rights defenders seeks to make amends for that neglect. Their experiences bring home the terrible cost paid by those who have tried to stand up for human rights and the rule of law. Their courage is inspirational and their dedication has laid the seeds of hope for the future of Iraq.

“As discussions continue about the future of Iraq it is clear that without a role for Iraqi civil society there can not be sustainable peace and development. Whatever deals are done between the Iraqi Government, the international military presence and the different armed groups a secure space must be created for Iraqis to be able to work together non-violently at the local and community level” said Professor Schabas.

“Iraqi human rights defenders have demonstrated the courage and determination to help shape a future for their country based on respect for human rights and the rule of law. Let us honour their testimony and ensure that we do what we can to support them in their crucial endeavour” he continued.
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